
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



34 2 THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. [Vol. XXVI. 

sight of the fact that Dr. Krakowski's task was to trace Locke's teachings to 
their sources, and that he cannot be blamed for ignoring such elements of his 
philosophy as are not fully represented in medieval writers. I simply wish 
to point out that a book of this kind is apt to give one a false impression of a 
great thinker's place in history; his contribution dwindles into insignificance 
when we emphasize his kinship with, or opposition to, his predecessors, and 
fail to take account of his work as a whole. Whatever may have been his 
debt to the past, Locke approached his problems in a spirit quite distinct 
from that of his forerunners; and it was his method rather than his results 
which made his work popular and fruitful. Frank Thilly. 

Cornell University. 

Lettres inSdites de John Locke & ses amis Nicolas Thoynard, Philippe Van 
Limborch et Edward Clarke. Publiees avec une introduction et des notes 
explicatives par Henri Ollion et T. J. De Boer. Le Have, Nijhoff, 
1912. — Pp. x, 258. 

The letters which have come down to us from Locke have importance 
because they furnish us with a wealth of biographical material; they tell us 
what books and things aroused his keenest interests, and aid us in under- 
standing the intellectual life of the thinker. At a time when specialistic 
journals were few, the need of an interchange of thoughts among scholars 
was satisfied by correspondence of a kind not common today; and we are 
indebted to this circumstance for a body of literature which often illuminates 
not only the teachings but the personalities of men like Spinoza, Descartes, 
Locke, and Leibniz. The letters in this collection, published from manu- 
scripts in the British Museum, contain very little of philosophical value, but 
they do give us an insight into the workings of the writer's mind; they furnish 
the complement, as Dr. Ollion expresses it, to the Essay concerning Human 
Understanding, putting the theory into practice, as it were; and they assist 
us in discovering the principal object of that work. They also reveal to us 
the books Locke loved to read: books on medicine and natural history; the 
accounts of travelers; works of Biblical exegesis and the history of religion 
written by unprejudiced men like Limborch and Thoynard; and, besides, 
technological and industrial treatises. 

The collection contains letters to Thoynard written in French and Latin 
(the same letter in many cases changing from one language to the other), 
between the years 1678 to 1701; to van Limborch, written in Latin (1684- 
1704), and to Edward Clarke, written in English and dating from 1692 to 
1701. The edition is supplied with short biographies of Locke's correspondents 
and with an abundance of explanatory notes. Frank Thilly. 

Cornell University. 

The Spiritual Interpretation of History. By Shailer Mathews. Cambridge, 

Harvard University Press, 1916. — Pp. x, 227. 

We have in these William Belden Noble Lectures an essay on the philosophy 
of history. The limits of a small volume do not permit of a comprehensive 
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treatment of so vast a subject; but the author, by confining himself to matters 
of essential importance is able to offer a cogent and persuasive argument. 
Many references are given, especially to recent works upon the evolution of 
social and political institutions, which will certainly prove helpful to readers 
who are interested to pursue further reading in connection with the subject. 
The author's conception of the world-process is of course idealistic and theistic, 
but it is an ethical or even a pragmatic rather than an absolute idealism which 
he defends. He insists that the true method of historical interpretation is to 
treat history as a genetic process and not as a collection of static facts. Inter- 
pretation will therefore depend upon the discovery of genetic relationships 
both prior and subsequent to any event or epoch under investigation. He is, 
however, at pains to disavow any all-inclusive monistic interpretation of his- 
tory: The investigator who proceeds inductively must guard against postu- 
lating any fixed end or ultimate goal as the objective of the historical move- 
ment. But if the world-process is truly a ' going concern ' it must reveal some 
general tendency or direction which a fair and intelligent induction from the 
facts of history will make plain. Such an inductive investigation will, the 
author believes, show a general direction in history away from what is mechan- 
istic, economic, and animal, and toward that which is personal and ethical. 
The most formidable obstacle to such spiritual interpretation of history is 
found in the geographic and economic theories of history which seem now to 
dominate the thought of working historians. The author gives full recognition 
to the weight' of scientific authority which at present sustains such interpre- 
tations and adopts the sound strategy of attributing to the physical factors 
all the efficacy claimed for them — short of actual control. He is careful to 
show how at every stage of human progress geographic situation and economic 
tension furnish the conditions under which personal development is achieved. 
To prove his own thesis of the spiritual significance of historical development 
against thoroughly mechanical interpretations he maintains that the course 
of social evolution tends to set from materialistic situations toward (1) the 
substitution of the authority of inner sanctions and inhibitions for the appeal 
to force; (2) the increasing appreciation of the personal worth of the indi- 
vidual; and (3) the transformation of the fight for rights into the giving of 
justice. These three inductions he defends in succeeding chapters and 
marshals an array of evidence sufficient, it would seem, to impress any mind 
open to conviction. — Several troublesome typographical errors were noticed; 
in the references given on p. 169 Bosanquet's Principle of Individuality and 

Value is attributed to Bradley. 

Henry Wilkes Wright. 
Lake Forest College. 

The following books also have been received: 

The Philosophy of William James. By Th. Flournoy. Authorized trans- 
lation by Edwin B. Holt and William James, Jr. New York, Henry Holt 
and Company, 1917.— Pp. vii, 246. $1.30 net. 



